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Barker officially changes mascot name to Bulldogs
fin @ @ 'y

Barker

BARKER — In May, a regulation passed by the state education department prohibited public schools from using Indigenous imagery as

team names, mascots and logos.

Barker had already taken this step of eliminating its Raiders mascot nearly 20 years ago following a memorandum from former state
education commissioner Richard Mills that opposed the mascot usage. And since then, Barker had used just the letter ‘B’ with or

without the name Raiders through it.

Barker tried to keep its Raider name and only change the logo, even as recently as last fall. But because of the past connections with the
Indigenous mascot, the school district had to follow the state guidelines and change, similar to what West Seneca West did

transitioning from the Indians to the Warhawks.

In a social media post Saturday, Barker announced its new mascot would be the Bulldogs, taking nearly 75% of the final vote in
September from students and staff over the Beacons, which was symbolic of the historic Thirty Mile Point Lighthouse. The unveiling
was announced at the school’s pep rally assembly Friday and an official approval of the new mascot name was at Monday's board of

education meeting.

While not everyone had the same positive viewpoint towards changing the mascot as many had a connection to the Raider name,
Barker Superintendent Jacob Reimer said ultimately the hometown pride will remain the same, even if changing the name was a

necessity.

“We’re going to have that same spirit, that same fight and that same love of the community that we live in, more than anything,”
Reimer said. “And while we may be the Bulldogs moving forward, we’re going to continue, with that name, being the embodiment of
who we are. ... I know that this community is going to rally around it and support the kids and what goes on here, even if they may not

agree with that change.”

With all the initial new mascot names brainstormed by the students in late May, the top eight selections that were the most
recommended were narrowed with input from the community before the final school-wide vote last month. While he did not have the
final cost of the entire transition, Reimer said the school district purchased just over $12,000 in new uniforms to replace the Raider

name. Additionally, the district, Reimer said, has “done most of” the removal of the Raider name.
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“The last piece is our two gym floors that have the Raider name,” said Reimer, adding the timing of changing the name on the floor
went with refinishing the floors. “We’re working on getting those taken care of. ... It’s not going to be substantial in the grand scheme of

things but it is going to be a cost.”

Joe Kraus can be reached via joseph.kraus@niagara-gazette.com or on Twitter @ByJoeKraus.
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